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Prayers for the Conclave: A Call to Prayer
for Mercy Catholic School Communities

The papal conclave is one of the most sacred and pivotal moments in the life of the Catholic
Church. During this solemn time, cardinals from around the world gather in deep prayer and
discernment to elect the next Pope, a decision that will shape the Church’s spiritual and moral
path for years to come.

As members of a Catholic school community, we are invited to stand in prayerful solidarity with
the Church, asking the Holy Spirit to guide, enlighten, and bless this sacred process. This
collection of 11 prayers—originally intended for those within the conclave—has been
thoughtfully adapted for use by our school communities. Whether prayed together in a single
service or offered daily in the days surrounding the conclave, these prayers allow students,
educators, and families to lift their hearts in hope and unity. The original prayers can be found
here for those interested.

Please note: Some of the vocabulary in this resource may be most suitable for middle and high
school students. We encourage educators and leaders to adapt the language as needed to
ensure it is meaningful and accessible for younger students as well.

May these prayers deepen our faith, widen our understanding, and strengthen our bond with
the global Church.

1. Prayer for Divine Direction

Every conclave begins with anticipation, questions, and often differing opinions. In such
moments, it’s essential to seek divine direction that transcends human reasoning. This prayer
helps realign hearts and minds to trust God’s higher wisdom over personal instincts or
experience.

Proverbs 3:5-6 — “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to God, and God will make your paths straight.”
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Prayer

Gracious God, as the cardinals step into this sacred assembly, help them to lay down their
thoughts, plans, and preconceptions. Help them to recognize that true wisdom comes from You
alone. Guide every moment of the conclave with Your divine hand. Speak through the
discussions, steer their hearts in the right direction, and let every decision mirror Your perfect
will. Silence every voice that is not Yours and lead them on a straight path where Your glory is
revealed and Your kingdom is advanced. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen.

2. Prayer for Unity Among Delegates

Anxiety and fear permeate gatherings with discord and misunderstanding. Unity among
delegates ensures that the decisions made are birthed in love, mutual respect, and divine
cooperation.

!II

Psalm 133:1 — “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity

Prayer

Lord God, we thank You for calling each one of the attending cardinals to this Conclave. We
pray for a merciful spirit of unity to envelop this gathering. Where there may be tensions or
past misunderstandings, we invite Your healing balm. Let love flow freely, let forgiveness reign,
and let the bond of peace knit them tightly together. May they all see one another through the
lens of the gospel, embracing their diversity as strength. May they move together as one body,
pursuing one purpose: Your glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

3. Prayer for Spiritual Discernment

Not all ideas or choices are equal in the spiritual realm. Discernment is the ability to see God’s
path amid many options. This prayer invites the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to what the Spirit is
doing and saying.

James 1:5 — “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”

Prayer

Loving and Merciful God, in the maze of discussions and decisions during the conclave, we ask
for Your gift of discernment for the attending Cardinals. Help them to distinguish truth from
error, wisdom from folly, and divine timing from human rush. llluminate their spirits so they can
detect what aligns with Your wisdom and merciful love. Let no deception find root in their
midst. Where Your Spirit leads, let them follow with unwavering faith. Let Your light expose all
darkness and uncertainty, guiding them into holy clarity. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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4. Prayer for a Spirit of Servanthood

Conclaves involve selecting leaders. This prayer cultivates the posture of a servant, reminding
us that greatness in the kingdom is measured by humility and selfless service.

Mark 10:45 — “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”

Prayer

Loving Jesus, You washed the feet of Your disciples, showing us that true leadership begins at
the feet of others. We ask that You strip away all pride, ambition, and personal agendas from
the hearts of those attending the conclave. Give them the courage to lead by serving, to
influence by loving, and to stand tall through humility. Let those chosen in this conclave be
marked not by titles but by towel-bearing hearts. May the spirit of servanthood prevail among
these Cardinals and be their guiding light. Amen.

5. Prayer for the Presence of the Holy Spirit

No gathering of believers can flourish without the active involvement of the Holy Spirit. This
prayer calls for God’s manifest presence to dwell and operate within the conclave.

John 14:26 — “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you all things...”

Prayer

Precious Holy Spirit, we acknowledge You as our Guide, Counselor, and Teacher. Allow your
presence to be felt and known by the Cardinals at the conclave that they may proceed with
open hearts. Fill their space with Your peace, Your wisdom, and Your power. Let every word be
inspired by You, every decision an echo of Your leading. Burn away anything that hinders Your
movement among them. Let Your wind blow through this conclave and align all their hearts
with You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

6. Prayer for Protection from Distractions
With the gravity of spiritual decisions, the mind can become restless or distracted. This prayer
anchors our focus on God, asking God to remove all mental and emotional clutter.

Isaiah 26:3 — “You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they
trust in you.”

Prayer

Loving God, we ask for divine focus as the cardinals enter into this time of holy purpose. Shield
their hearts and minds from anything that seeks to pull them away from Your voice. Silence the
noise of the world, the anxieties within, and the whispers of conflict with Your will. Let Your
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perfect peace be the guard over their thoughts. Help them to remain centered on what matters
most—Your glory and Your guidance. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

7. Prayer for Favor and Peace Among Delegates

Favor is a divine lubricant that allows things to flow smoothly. When delegates are at peace
with one another, heaven can work through them mightily. This prayer seeks God’s favor and
harmony over the gathering.

Proverbs 16:7 — “When God takes pleasure in anyone’s way, God causes their enemies to make
peace with them.”

Prayer

Almighty God, let Your favor rest upon this conclave. Let Your joy radiate through every
delegate and create an atmosphere of ease and cooperation. Dismantle every wall of hostility
and heal every broken bridge. Where there has been tension, plant peace. Where suspicion
resides, sow trust. Let the cardinals find favor with one another and with You, that Your will
may advance freely in their midst. Amen.

8. Prayer for God’s Choice of Leadership
Leadership is not merely a role—it is a divine assignment. This prayer appeals to heaven for the
appointment of leaders after God’s heart.

Acts 1:24 — “Then they prayed, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two
you have chosen."”

Prayer

Loving God, You alone see what is hidden in the hearts of men and women. As the cardinals
consider the mantle of leadership, we ask You to illuminate the one You have prepared. Help
the delegates to not look with human eyes, at outward appearances, but discern the anointing
and calling You have placed on the chosen one. Remove any bias or influence that seeks to
promote personal preference. Let Your hand rest mightily upon the individual selected, and
equip him to lead with wisdom, compassion, and holiness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

9. Prayer for Humility and Submission to God’s Will
Pride can be a silent destroyer of divine plans. This prayer helps us yield every opinion and
preference to God’s greater will.

Micah 6:8 — “God has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does God require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
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Prayer

Merciful God, teach the cardinals to walk humbly before You in this conclave. Strip away every
remnant of pride, self-reliance, and personal ambition. Help them to approach each matter
with a surrendered heart, fully yielded to Your purposes. Let Your will be their desire, and Your
voice their command. Remind them that greatness is found in obedience, and peace in
submission. May every delegate echo the words of Christ: “Not my will, but Yours be done.”
Amen.

10. Prayer for Clarity in Complex Matters

Sometimes conclaves bring up issues that seem impossible to navigate. This prayer calls upon
the God of peace and clarity to remove all ambiguity.

1 Corinthians 14:33 — “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace...”

Prayer

Merciful God, where complexity threatens to overwhelm, bring Your divine clarity. Let the fog
of confusion be lifted by the light of Your truth. Help the cardinals to sort through the tangled
details with precision and peace. Let Your wisdom break down complicated matters into simple,
actionable steps. Remove any spirit of division or strife that seeks to muddle their way. Let Your
peace guide the cardinals into clear and unified decisions that honor You. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

11. Prayer for the Guidance of the Holy Spirit

As the cardinals convene to discern the future leader of the Catholic Church, it is vital that they
be guided not by human preference or influence but by the Spirit of Truth. This prayer seeks
divine navigation through the complex spiritual terrain of a conclave.

John 16:13 — When the Spirit comes, it will guide you to all truth. It will not speak on its own but
will speak what it hears and will tell you what is to come.

Prayer

Loving God, we invite Your Holy Spirit to descend upon the cardinals as they gather in sacred
unity. Lead them away from earthly inclinations and usher them into divine clarity. May they
hear Your whisper in their hearts and be moved only by what pleases You. Let every decision
they make reflect Your holy will and may the presence of the Spirit of Truth saturate every
discussion and vote. Amen.
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