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Elizabeth Acevedo
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But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her
frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook.
With Mami's determination to force her daughter to obey the
laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are
best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school's
slam poetry club, she doesn't know how she could ever attend
without her mami finding out. But she still can't stop thinking
about performing her poems.

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her,
Xiomara refuses to be silent.



Blood Water Paint

Joy McCullough
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Her mother died when she was twelve, and
suddenly Artemisia Gentileschi had a stark choice: a
life as a nun in a convent or a life grinding pigment
for her father's paint.

She chose paint.

By the time she was seventeen, Artemisia did more
than grind pigment. She was one of Rome's most
talented painters, even if no one knew her name.
But Rome in 1610 was a city where men took what
they wanted from women, and in the aftermath of
rape Artemisia faced another terrible choice: a life of
silence or a life of truth, no matter the cost.
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We Set the Dark on Fire
Tehlor Kay Mejia

At the Medio School for Girls, distinguished young women are
trained for one of two roles in their polarized society.
Depending on her specialization, a graduate will one day run a
husband's household or raise his children. Both paths promise
a life of comfort and luxury, far from the frequent political
uprisings of the lower class.

Daniela Vargas is the school's top student, but her pedigree is a
lie. She must keep the truth hidden or be sent back to the
fringes of society.

And school couldn't prepare her for the difficult choices she
must make after graduation, especially when she is asked to

spy for a resistance group desperately fighting to bring equality
to Medio.
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- - Uglies
Scotl Westerfeld

Tally lives in a world where your 1eth birthday bringsaesthetic
perfection: an operation that erases all your flaws, transforming you
from an "Ugly" into a "Pretty". She is on the eve of this important
event and cannot wait for her life to change. As well as -
guaranteeing supermodel looks, life as a Pretty seems to revolve
around having a good time. But then she meets Shay, who is also
15 - but with a very different outlook on life. Shay isn't sure she
wants to be Pretty and plans to escape to a community in the
forest - the Rusty Ruins - where Uglies go to escape "turning". Tally
won't be persuaded to join her, as this would involve sacrificing
everything she's ever wanted for a lot of uncertainty. When she is
taken in for questioning on her birthday, however, Tally gets sent to
the Ruins anyway - against her will. What she discovers in the Ruins
reveals that there is nothing "pretty" about the transformations...
and the choice Tally makes will change her world forever.



Pride -
Ibi Zoboi - -

Zuri Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her
Afro-Latino roots. But pride might not be enough to save her rapidly
gentrifying neighborhood from becoming unrecognizable.

When the wealthy Darcy family moves in across the street, Zuri
wants nothing to do with their two teenage sons, even as her older
sister, Janae, starts to fall for the charming Ainsley. She especially
can't stand the judgmental and arrogant Darius. Yet as Zuri and
Darius are forced to find common ground, their initial dislike shifts
into an unexpected understanding.

But with four wild sisters pulling her in different directions, cute boy
Warren vying for her attention, and college applications hovering on
the horizon, Zuri fights to find her place in Bushwick's changing
lafRdscape, or lose it all.

It's a timelyupdate of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice.




The Astonishing Color of After
Emily X.R. Pan

“Brilliandy crafted...with Réart-wrénching beauty and candor....
A very special Book.” « JOHN CRIEN, bestseling suthor of
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Leigh Chen Sanders is absolutely certain about onething: When
her mother died by suicide, she turned into a bird.

Leigh, who is half Asian and half white, travels to Taiwan to meet
her maternal grandparents for the first time. There, she is
determined to find her mother, the bird. In her search, she winds
up chasing after ghosts, uncovering family secrets, and forging a
new relationship with her grandparents. And as she grieves, she
must try to reconcile the fact that on the same day she kissed her
pest friend and longtime secret crush, Axel, her mother was taking
her own life.

Alternating between real and magic, past and present, friendship

and romance, hope and despair, The Astonishing Color of After is a
stunning and heartbreaking novel about finding oneself through

family history, art, grief, and love.




Still Life with Tornado
A.S. King

Sixteen-year-old Sarah can't draw. This is a problem, because as
long as she can remember, she has "done the art". She thinks
she's having an existential crisis. And she might be right; she
does keep running into past and future versions of herself as
she wanders the urban ruins of Philadelphia. Or maybe she's
finally waking up to the tornado that is her family, the tornado
that six years ago sent her once-beloved older brother flying
across the country for a reason she can't quite recall. After
decades of staying together "for the kids" and building a family
on a foundation of lies and domestic violence, Sarah's parents
have reached the end. Now Sarah must come to grips with
years spent sleepwalking in the ruins of their toxic marriage. As
Sarah herself often observes, nothing about her pain is
remotely original - and yet it still hurts.
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The Downstairs Girl
. . Stacy Lee

Jo Kuan is leading a double life. By day, she works as a quiet lady's
maid, but by night, she's the voice behind the most radical advice
column in 1890s Atlanta. —

Jois used to living life on the margins - invisible except for the
occasional looks of disdain - but she won't let it hold her back.
While her priority is making sure that she and her father, Old Gin,
remain safe in their hideaway beneath a print shop, she still has
ambition. And strong opinions of her own that she begins to share
in a newspaper advice column under the pseudonym 'Miss
Sweetie' Suddenly, all of Atlanta is talking about her ideas,
although little do they know that the witty advice comes from a
penniless Chinese girl.

As curiosity about Miss Sweetie mounts, Jo's secret identity may

not stay secret for much longer. And as she learns more of the hard
truths about her identity and her country, she must find the

courage to decide between being herself or staying invisible 9



